
J. Carver County State Bank -- 112 E. 2nd Street (1884)
Getting into the banking business, George A. DuToit rented space at 

the rear of the Franken Pharmacy in the Faber Building 
in 1874. By 1884 DuToit’s bank was so well established 
that he built this building. In 1904 the bank moved to a 
new building on Chestnut Street. Four generations of the 
DuToit family were in banking in Chaska.

I. Philip Henk Building
Philip Henk erected this two-

story building, with the first floor 
used for dry goods and the second 
floor for meetings and social events. 
Through several decades it also was 
the quarters of the Modern Wood-
men of America, Masons, Grand 
Army of the Republic, American 
Legion and V.F.W. For more than 
seven decades it was a tavern and 
restaurant operated by the Diedrick family.

K . Linenfelser & Faber Building -- 116 E. 2nd Street (1858)
Paul Faber convinced his younger brother George and Florian Linen-

felser to consider starting a business in Chaska. They came from California in 
1857 and the next year built this brick general store across from the Chaska 
House. The families of the partners lived on the second floor. This is now the 
oldest business building in Chaska.   

F. Deuhs-Baxter Buildings
This is a combination of two buildings with repli-

cated old fronts. In 1886 
it was purchased by 

Gerhard Deuhs, who started a confec-
tionery store. When he added groceries, 
the business required erecting the brick 
building on the right in 1899, joining the 
two. Mr. Deuh’s daughter, Elizabeth Bax-
ter, took over the business after his death, 
continuing it for several decades. 

1878/1899

107-09 W. 2nd Street

G. Diacon Building
In 1883 Nicholas 

Schoenborn started a saloon in 
this building. Lucian Diacon, 
Swiss watchmaker, bought the 
building in 1900 to conduct 
his jewelry business and live in 
it with his two daughters. He 
trained one of them in watch 
making and jewelry, and she op-
erated the store until the 1930’s. 
This is another example of repli-
cation of the original front.

1883

105 W. 2nd Street

1872

100 E. 2nd Street

E. Chaska Herald 
Building

Housing the longest run-
ning business in Chaska, 
dating back to 1862, the 
Chaska Herald build-
ing depicts a simplified 
version of the Italianate 
style. Prominent features 
of this brick structure 
include dentil course-
work at the cornice, elongated windows with round arches above, and the 
arcaded front entrance with prominent stone keystones and impost blocks 
supporting cast iron columns. NATIONAL REGISTER

1871

123 W. 2nd Street
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I H. Oesterreich Hardware
Three Oesterreich 

brothers were brick masons. 
One of them, Ewald, decided to 
go into hardware. He con-
structed this building in 1903. 
Through successive owners it 
remained a hardware store for 
several decades. Noteworthy on 
the building is the mason’s artistic adornment.

103 W. 2nd Street

1903
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A. National Hotel Building
Paul Faber had a two-story frame 

hotel constructed on this site in 1855. It was 
named the Chaska House which it remained 
through a series of owners and managers. 
One of them was Ferdinand Hammer, who 
replaced the frame structure with this brick 
building in 1891. After the original National 
Hotel on Chestnut street ceased business, the 
name was transferred to this building.

B. Hammer & Beierstettel 
Building

Mike Hammer and John Beierstet-
tel, both of pioneer families, built 
this structure as a saddle and har-
ness shop with residence rooms on 
the second floor. In the following 
years it operated as a saloon, tav-
ern and restaurant, jewelry store 
and salon. 

C. Young Family House
Henry Young, an im-

migrant from Germany, was 
one of the earliest settlers and 
merchants. He built this home 
for his family. Four genera-
tions of the family lived there. 
It continued as a residence and 
in more recent years has also 
housed an antique shop.

1891

123 E. 2nd Street

1877

107 E. 2nd Street
1870’s

109 E. 2nd Street

1900

112 W. 2nd Street

D. Gehl’s Meat Market
Henry Gehl Sr. built a 

frame butcher shop in Chaska 
in 1881. That structure was 
destroyed by a 1900 fire which 
ruined other buildings along 
West Second Street. This brick 
structure replaced the old shop 
soon after the fire. The butcher 
shop was on the first floor and 
Gehl residence above. The meat 
business continued there until 
the 1960’s. 
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Chaska is a town rich in tradition, charm and industrial spirit. 

American Indians known as the Mound Builders were some of 
the first people to settle the area that is now Chaska, starting 
around 1200 BC. The Mdewakanton Dakota followed, and by 
1769, they were the primary nation in this area. Native American 
tribes remained active in the area well into the twentieth century. 
Though the area was first called “Little Rapids,” the eventual name 
of the city, Chaska, is actually traced to a Dakota word meaning 
the first-born son. 

In 1766, early 
British explorer 
Jonathan Carver 
began to map 
out the area, 
while searching 
for a west water 
route to the 
Pacific Ocean. A 
treaty between 
the Dakota and 
the US Govern-
ment opened 
the area to settlement in 1851. Thomas Andrew Holmes canoed 
up the Minnesota River to become Chaska’s first settler. 

Chaska became the County Seat in 1856 and was platted by the 
Shaska Company in 1857, one year before Minnesota became 
a state. Most early settlers relocated from the East Coast, drawn 
by the area’s fertile farmlands and river location. Many were of 
German ethnicity, with some Scandinavians as well. Chaska was 
incorporated as a village in 1871 and became a city in 1891. 

The town quickly grew 
into an industrial leader 
due to its connection 
to the river and two 
railroads, its position as 
the County Seat, and its 
rich natural resources – 
making bricks from clay 
deposits, cutting timber 
from the remaining Big 
Woods, and processing 
agricultural products such 
as milling flour, refining 
beet sugar, canning, and 
pickling. Today, Chaska is 
home to many nationally 
known industries. 

Chaska remained a small town just outside of the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area, until the 1960s, when suburban expansion 
reached the city and the establishment of Jonathan. Despite amaz-
ing growth and development, the city has managed to maintain 
the heritage and community spirit of a “Quality Small Town,” due 
in large part to its historic downtown.

HISTORY OF CHASKA
Chaska has had a century-long romance with brick. Lucien Howe, 
an immigrant from Vermont, started producing brick sometime 
around 1857, just three years after incorporation of the City. Pro-
duction of brick continued until the early 1960’s. During that 100 
year period, brick manufacturing was the city’s leading industry for 
eight decades (the last four decades during the nineteenth century 
and the first four decades of the twentieth century).  

The prosper-
ity of the 
town was 
intertwined 
with the 
success of the 
brickyards. 
Between 
the years of 
1870-1895, 
the brickyards 
employed 

up to 20% of the town’s entire population, and it was not uncom-
mon for three to four generations of families in Chaska to find 
employment in the brickyards. Chaska’s residents eagerly awaited the 
Chaska Weekly Valley Herald’s yearly prediction of brick production 
to predict how prosperous the local economy was going to be for the 
coming year. 

Chaska was a leader in brick production in Minnesota during those 
100 years. The town at one point led all towns and cities, including 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, in the production of brick. The St. Paul 
Pioneer Press stated in February, 1882, that “Chaska has grown to be 
a brick center.” In 1907, Chaska produced 30% of all the brick made 
in the entire state, churning out 40 to 60 million bricks per year.  

Chaska’s prominence in the brick industry is still physically evident 
in towns and cities for miles around. It is a fact that currently there is 
not a street in older Chaska which does not have from one to several 
brick structures. Some of Minneapolis’ historic gems were construct-
ed of Chaska brick: the Grain Belt Brewery, Renaissance Square, and 
Minneapolis’ Flour Mills, to name a few. Even the basement walls of 
the State Capitol were built with two million Chaska brick. To this 
day, there are still many Chaska brick farmhouses throughout Carver 
County (over 60).

The romance 
between the com-
munity and brick 
goes on, even 
after 150 years. 
The unsightly 
pits from which 
clay was mined, 
through natural 
springs and drain-
age, have become 
beautiful lakes in 
Chaska’s parks.

HISTORY OF BRICK
The City of Chaska has a long history of actively preserving its 
historic resources as part of its goal of being the “Best Small Town 
in Minnesota.” Even before Historic Preservation became popular, 
Walnut Street was listed as an Historic District on the National 
Register of Historic Places as well as seven individual buildings in 
1980.

In 1989, the City 
adopted a Historic 
Preservation Ordi-
nance which estab-
lished the Planning 
Commission as the 
Heritage Preservation 
Commission and set 
forth various criteria 
and standards for 
designating historic 
buildings, sites and 

districts. Between the years of 1992 and 2006, the city designated 
56 sites as locally historic properties. 

In 2002, the City significantly expanded and revised its Heritage 
Preservation Ordinance in order to meet the specific require-
ments for qualifying as a Certified Local Government (CLG). The 
city also established the Heritage Preservation Commission as a 
separate commission from the Planning Commission. In 2003, the 
City of Chaska applied for and became a Certified Local Govern-
ment. 

The City’s most significant investment to the downtown was 
contributing $11 million dollars (out of the $45 million project) 
for the construction of the levee and creek diversion project, which 
has prevented the Minnesota River from flooding the downtown 
and has enabled property owners to comfortably invest in their 
homes and commercial buildings. 

The City of Chaska has also financially assisted in the improve-
ments to the following historic buildings:

•	Philip Henk Building

•	Deuhs-Baxter 
Buildings 

•	Chaska Flour 
Mill

•	Chaska Bakery

•	Minneapolis & 
St. Louis Depot

•	Athletic Park

•	Sugar Factory 
Offices on Stoughton Avenue

Most recently, the City has commissioned the creation of a Down-
town Master Plan that will provide an economic development 
strategy for the long-term sustainability of Chaska’s downtown. 
For more information about the City of Chaska and its history, 
please visit the City’s website at: www.chaskamn.com

PRESERVATION EFFORTS
Many of Chaska’s historic buildings were constructed in the late 
19th and early 20th century as the Chaska brick business was bring-
ing prosperity to the town. Similar to many small towns, Chaska’s 
historic buildings represent not one but several revival architectural 
styles commonly used in the Victorian era. The most prominent 
revival styles represented are Italianate and Queen Anne.   

The historic 
buildings of 
Chaska ex-
hibit defining 
elements of the 
architectural 
style to which 
they belong 
while adding 
features unique 
to the town, 
like Chaska 
brick. The commercial buildings, such as the Chaska Herald, portray 
characteristics of a revival style in a simplified and reduced way, as do 
many of the homes throughout Chaska.  

Conversely, 
some homes, 
like the Eder-
Baer house, dis-
play more overt 
examples of 
the distinctive 
characteristics 
of their respec-
tive styles. 

Although the 
commercial 
buildings have 
taken on dif-
ferent uses and 
the homes have 

new owners, the distinguishing features of many of Chaska’s histori-
cal buildings remain intact. As a result several of the buildings have 
been individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
and collectively listed as the Walnut Street historic district.  The 
preservation 
of Chaska’s 
revival homes 
and commer-
cial buildings, 
from the highly 
decorative to 
the simple, 
gives the city 
its unique 
combination 
of historic 
architecture.

ARCHITECTURE / DESIGN
A Walking 

Tour
of Historic 
Downtown 

Chaska
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36 Athletic Park -- 725 W. 1st Street (1950)
Athletic Park was constructed in 1950.  Residents selected 

this site so local fans could walk to the games. The Weekly Valley 
Herald described the 900 seat grandstand “as fine a grandstand as 
any town of our size in the state can boast”.  An electric scoreboard, 
“the only one of its kind in the state” was donated by a local busi-
ness.  Town ballfields from this era are characterized by a wood and 
cinderblock grandstand with wood bleachers, chicken wire screen, 
announcer’s booth, concession stand, and cinderblock dugouts.

35 T.D. Smith Mansion -- 512 W. 1st Street (1863)
Thomas D. Smith, one of the earliest merchants and post-

masters, went “way out in the country” in 1863 to build an impres-
sive brick house, which was referred to as a mansion at that time. 
From a glass enclosure atop the house, Smith could watch steam 
boats landing at Walnut Street, often bringing goods to his store or 
the mail from St. Paul. It is one of the oldest residential structures in 
Chaska.

34 F.E. DuToit Sr. House
For 21 years, F. E. DuToit resid-

ing in the sheriff’s residence attached to the 
court house. After retiring as the County 
sheriff, he built this house in the Queen 
Anne Style. Made of Chaska brick, the 
home features an asymmetrical design, wood 
fish-scale shingles at the roof gables, and 
dentil brick detailing at the two-story bay 
window. DuToit Sr. had also been county 
superintendent of schools, town clerk, pub-
lisher of the Chaska Herald, served in both houses of the legislature 
and later was mayor of Chaska. NATIONAL REGISTER

33 Casper Teipel Building
Caspar Teipel built a saloon 

on the street side and residence 
behind and above. He called his 
saloon the “Last Chance”, because 
on Hickory Street the Chaska-Carver 
road went south and west, and the 
Chaska-Cologne road went north, the 
first and last chances for refreshments.

30 Oesterreich House
Helmuth Oesterreich, broth-

er Ewald and father Ferdinand formed 
the contracting firm Oesterreich 
Brothers, responsible for the masonry 
work on the Catholic and Moravian 
Churches and the Oesterreich Hard-
ware Store building.  Helmuth Oester-
reich constructed this house, which is an excellent example of a 

Chaska brick residence constructed 
in the Queen Anne style. 

29 Lewis-Faber House
After the Civil War, Dr. 

Elim H. Lewis came from the District 
of Columbia and set up his medical 
practice in Carver, and also began 
to care for Chaska patients. In 1895 
the Lewis’ daughter, Clara, married 
George F. Faber, a prominent business-
man and twice postmaster. Members of the Faber family resided in 
this house until the 1920’s. NATIONAL REGISTER

27 George A. DuToit House
The original brick house was 

built by George A. DuToit, promi-
nent area banker and civic leader. The 
1902 church fire across the alley had 
the tower crashing on this house. The 
house was partially rebuilt and ex-
panded. Four generations of DuToit’s 
lived in the house until 1990.

26 Simons Building
Although Anton Simons, a 

farmer, built this brick building, it was 
known as the Courthouse Saloon because 
of its proximity to the Court House. 
This structure depicts a brick Italianate 
commercial building, noticeable through 
the corbelled cornice with center para-
pet plaque, arched window openings 

and use of brackets supporting a shallow, 
full-width, second floor balcony with cut-work rail. An ell addition on 
the left was built as a hotel in 1903. The east portion has been a saloon, 
millinery, beauty shop and post office. NATIONAL REGISTER

23 First National Bank
This bank was built by C.H. Klein 

and other business leaders. Volume for the 
bank and growth of affiliated Carver County 
banks necessitated more space. The bank ex-
panded and moved across the street in 1929 
(which has since been redeveloped). 

In 1967 a third bank was 
constructed on the north side 
of Third Street. The original 
bank has housed a tavern, res-
taurant, offices and currently, a 
beauty shop.

24 Muyres Hardware -- 210 Chestnut Street (1892)
In 1881, Matt H. Muyres established a lumber yard and hard-

ware store on this site. In 1892 he razed the old store and replaced it with 
the current building, with the hardware business in the front and tin 
shop in the rear. After two generations in 
that family it was known for many years as 
Stege Hardware. 

1907

214 Chestnut Street

22 Faber Building
Paul Faber built this two-story 

building, with the Fabers living on the sec-
ond floor and the Joseph Franken pharmacy 
on the first floor. Over the years it has been 
a bank, post office, grocery store, candy fac-
tory, chicken hatchery, mortuary and beauty 
shop. 

1872

202 Walnut Street

21 Mieseler House
Frank Mieseler, local blacksmith, built 

this house, which is one of the oldest Chaska 
brick residences in downtown Chaska and has 
retained a significant degree of the original design 
integrity.

1886

206 Walnut Street

20 Joseph Ess House -- 217 Walnut Street (1886)
Joseph Ess acquired a blacksmith shop on the southeast corner 

of Third and Walnut St and added an iron foundry to meet the machinery 
needs of the brick yards. This business has lasted through five generations. 
The foundry building was replaced in 1989 by an apartment building. Ess 
built this house in 1886 across the street from his foundry. Identifiable by 
the porch tucked into the corner of the L-shaped plan, this house repre-

sents a Gabled-Ell Cottage. The simplicity of this 
house contrasts with the decorative Queen Anne 
homes found elsewhere in Chaska.

18 Stege-Klammer House
The widow of Peter Iltis, long time 

operator of the National Hotel, married 
Julius Stege. They built this Queen Anne 
style house, with its prominent turret, 
wraparound porch, modillions under the 
eaves, and wood fish scale shingles at the 
gables. Mrs. Stege’s daughter, Caroline Iltis, 
married Kalmer K. Klammer, long time officer of the Carver County 
State Bank.  Five generations of that family lived in the house.

1902

302 Walnut Street

17 C. H. Klein Mansion
Charles H. Klein, one of Chaska’s 

most widely known citizens, bought a 
frame house on this site in 1903. After 
becoming well established in the brick 
and banking businesses and as a legislator 
from 1903-1912, he replaced that house 
in 1910 with this mansion. He also was 
chairman of the school board for 20 years. 

After his death, the Klein family deeded the mansion to the City with 
the provision that it be used for public purposes. In 1967 it became the 
library until that moved to the new City Hall in 1988. In recent years, 
it has been used as a bed & breakfast.

1910

314 Walnut Street

16 Nobel-Sell 
House

This house 
has been occupied
by two families 
important in local
history: the Lyman
W. Nobel family in
the 19th century and the H. R. Sell (county trea-
surer) family from 1915 to 1996. The rectangular 
section on the left was built in the late 1850’s, and 
the ell to the right was added later.

1858

301 E. 3rd Street

15 Greiner House
Frederick Greiner Jr. was the 

second generation of a family which came 
to Chaska in 1855. 
Like his father, the junior Greiner served 
the public as village 
clerk, a council 
member, an H & 
D Railroad depot 
agent, and as a 

member on the state board of equalization. He 
took over one of Chaska’s earliest brick yards, and 
in preparation for his wedding, used his brick to 
build this home and a coach house in 1883. It was 
occupied by the Greiner families until 1911. 
NATIONAL REGISTER

1883

319 E. 3rd Street

14 Taylor House
Edwin A. Taylor was principal of 

the Chaska schools, later Carver County 
superintendent of schools and then post-
master from 1897-1899. After his death 
his widow, formerly Emma DuToit, be-
came postmistress and served for ten years. 

1860’s

403 E. 3rd Street

13 St. John’s Lutheran Church
The Evangelical Lutheran St. John’s con-

gregation built their first brick church on this site 
in 1885 only to see it lost to fire in 1921.  Fortu-
nately, the congregation had been contemplating a 
new building, which made it possible to complete 
the existing church in 1922. Associated school fa-
cilities have continued to grow through the years.

1885

300 E. 4th Street

12   C.P. Klein Mansion
Christian P. Klein, whose family 

was identified with the brick and banking 
businesses in Chaska, built this mansion in 
1911.  After the family relocated, the build-
ing became Chaska’s City Hall from 1967 to 
1988. The brick mansion with its red clay tile 
roof was built in the Italian Renaissance style 
as can be seen through its low-hipped roof, 
balustraded porches with paired classical columns 
defining the main entrance, and upper story win-
dows that accent the symmetrical façade design.

1911

205 E. 4th Street

11  Chaska Moravian Church
In January, 1858, several Mora-

vian families from western Pennsyl-
vania and others organized Chaska’s 
first religious congregation. They built 
a smaller brick church in 1860. This 
building replaced the original church. 
It has physically remained the same 
except for moving the entrance. 

1889

115 E. 4th Street

10 Row Houses
While row houses accommo-

dated dense population in large cities, 
this property in Chaska (early version 
of the town house) was unique in 
Chaska when Orville Goodrich built 
them for laborers in the nearby brick 
yards.

1888

414 - 422 Walnut Street

9 Casper Schmidt House
Casper Schmidt, German immi-

grant, built this brick house occupied 
by four generations of that family. 
Casper’s son, J. August Schmidt, 
and grandson, Irwin, were owners of 
Chaska’s large general store, the Glass 
Block for more than 50 years.

1876

415 Walnut Street

8 Chaska Bakery -- 500 Chestnut Street
A one-story building was built in 1884 by Gottlieb Eder as a 

bakery with living quarters in the rear. A second story was added for 
residential use. The Chaska Bakery was operated by the Linne family 
for 50 years.

1911

3115 Chaska Boulevard

7 Minneapolis & St. Louis Depot
The Minneapolis and St. Louis Railroad

company built a simple frame building in 1871
for freight, 
passenger and 
telegraph service. 
Forty years later, 
citizens put 
pressure on the 
company because 
of the inad-
equacy of the 
original building, 
resulting in this more spacious brick building. After 
being vacated, the building has been altered to ac-
commodate various business, but the basic building 
remains the same.

6 Teske Mill -- 102 W. 5th Street (1946)
Emil Teske constructed this building in 1946 for a feed grind-

ing mill across the tracks from the Chaska Mill, which he purchased 
from William Scott.  This may be the last large use of Chaska brick 
in the city since traditional Chaska brick making ended circa 1950.

5 Minneapolis House Livery 
Stable (Brinkhaus Saloon 

Livery Barn).  Customers of Herman 
Brinkhaus’ Minneapolis Hotel and 
Saloon were provided a barn and shed 
for their horses on this site. The outlaw 
Jesse James is said to have kept his 
horse there in 1876 when he visited 
Chaska. That frame building burned 

in 1889 and the present livery stable was built in 1890-91. It now 
houses the Chaska History Center.  NATIONAL REGISTER

1890’s

112 W. 4th Street

4 Chaska Flour Mill
The brick portion on the right 

was built by John Frank, merchant 
miller, as a steam-operated mill, as 
contrasted to mills a few blocks away 
which had been powered by the flow in 
Chaska Creek. An addition on the left 
was built in 1905. The mill operated 
until 1933, when the big mills were 
taking over the market. 

1900 & 1903

500 Pine Street

3 Scott House
William Scott constructed this 

house for his family after moving from 
Cannon Falls. Scott first leased then 
bought the Chaska Mill in 1905 and 
operated it until his death in 1933. 
Defined by its large wraparound porch 
with turned columns, the Scott House 
depicts the Craftsman style. This house 
also features wide, overhanging eaves and low-pitched gables with 
imbricated wood shingles, both common for this style. 

1903

516 Pine Street

2 Riedele House
Andreas Riedele farmed, ran a 

Chaska grist mill, and operated the 
Railroad Hotel near the M & St. L De-
pot. His interests spread to a partner-
ship in a brick yard west of his hotel. 
In 1884 he built this home adjacent 
to his brick yard. Two generations of 
the Riedele family lived here. When 
the Klein brothers bought Riedele’s brick business, they acquired the 
house.

1884

122 W. 6th Street

1 Fireman’s Park
This Clayhole, along with two 

others still existing in Chaska, were 
mined for clay during the brick making 
years. The Chaska Fire Department 
historically maintained and helped 
finance park improvements. In 1961, 
the owners of the property, the Klein 
family, donated the park to the City.

Chaska Blvd & Hwy 41

25 Simons Livery Stable
This livery’s location was conve-

nient for stabling horses of those coming 
to the old Court House for court trials 
or other county business. NATIONAL 
REGISTER

1888

218 Pine Street

1888

123 W. 3rd Street

1879

208 W. 2nd Street

1880

321 W. 2nd Street

28 Guardian Angels Catholic 
Church

As a beacon building in this area of Chaska, 
this church, along with St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, illustrates Gothic Revival archi-
tecture. The steep gable roof, prominent 
tower, buttresses, and pointed arches are 
characteristics of this style. This is the third 
church for this parish. Reconstruction of 
the inside was completed in 1903 to restore 
fire damage.

1885
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31 Conrad Fink House
This house, constructed by 

Conrad Fink, was the homestead of 
a farm that stretched to the south 
in pasture and crop land. The cubic 
shape and hipped roof of this brick 
house help define the structure as 

an example of the Italianate style. Also, noticeable 
are the arched corbelled bricks that top the window 
openings.

322 W. 1st Street

1889

105 Elm Street

1883

125 Hickory Street

1895

121 Hickory Street

32 Eder-Baer House
Henry C. Eder, 

member of a large pioneer 
family, built this impres-
sive house. After 15 years 
of Eder occupancy, it was 
sold in 1904 to Henry Baer. 
Members of his family oc-
cupied it until the 1940’s. 

With its round turret featuring a dentil cor-
nice, fan motif gables, and thin, Eastlake, turned porch columns, 
this Chaska brick house exemplifies the Queen Anne style.  Also, 
characterized by a wraparound porch and irregular massing, Queen 
Anne style homes can be found throughout Chaska. NATIONAL 
REGISTER

19 City Square Park
City Square Park has his-

torically been the heart of the city as 
civic structures, including the original 
County courthouse, were generally 
located on City Square. The first band-
stand was constructed in 1890, and this 

public-gathering tradition survives today with music in the park on 
Friday evenings. Three burial mounds from the American Indian tribe 
known as the Mound Builders remain in City Square Park. 
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